
their tour.  "It will change, week by 
week, because nature changes," they 
explained.  "Different flowers come 
into bloom, and animals modify their 
foraging patterns."  Not that they 
know everything about the Island’s 
ecology.  "We saw something that 
amazed us camping on our land last 

night.  One of the five most 
intriguing sights I've 

ever seen in my 
life: a fluores-

cent fungus 
that glowed 
in the dark."

     Last 
s p r i n g  t h e  

L e a d e r s h i p  
Retreat focused on 

the question of how we 
could manage the inevitable growth of 
tourism in a way that would protect our 
fragile environment.  Encouraging 
eco-tourism business by responsible 
operators was one of the recommenda-
tions.  "We realize we're  walking a 
thin line," they said.  "There are some 
things we've found that are just too 
delicate to be shown to anyone.  And 
there's another danger.  A man was just 
caught trying to smuggle a hundred 
orchids back to Germany, where he 
planned to sell them.  Beaver Island 
has its share of valuable species as 
well.  Maybe to show some of them, 
we'll have to blindfold our guests and 
spin them around three times before 
taking them to the site.”

Since some of nature’s spectacles 
occur in the off-season, this enterprise 
also supports a direction the Chamber 
is pushing with its year-around draw.

5.4.

B I P O A
Beaver Island

Property Owners
Association

Join Now!  Keep in touch with 
Beaver Island events likely to affect 
you and your property.  

Receive our regular BIPOA 
newsletter.

Visit our web site:
www.beaverisland.net/bipoa

Contact: Doug Hartle, Treasurer

(231) 585-4818 or (231) 448-2368

Eric and Carrie Myers, both 
graduates of CMU's master's program, 
came to the Island in the middle of 
August to take the first step towards 
enacting a plan that came to them when 
they were on their honeymoon in 
Australia.  On their journey through the 
Down Under rain forest, many hotels in 
which they stayed offered tours 
of the local mysterious 
p l a c e s  e v e r y  
d a y – g i v i n g  
their patrons a 
r e a s o n  t o  
extend their 
stay.  Both 
C a r r i e  a n d  
Eric had the 
same idea: "Why 
can't we do that, on 
Beaver Island?"

Both astute observers of nature 
(Eric just received his PhD in Forestry 
from MSU), they intend to offer two 
tours of the Island's unique ecology 
starting next summer: one of two hours, 
the other of almost four, guided trips to 
bogs, woodlands, and sand dunes.  In 
addition they might offer trips to other 
islands in conjunction with Dan 
Higdon's Island Hopper Charters.  So 
they were here to do what anyone 
starting a business on the Island must 
do: hire someone to install a driveway 
and create a clearing on their land off 
the West Side Road, make arrange-
ments for utilities, and choose a 
contractor who can get them in a new 
structure by the end of next May.  

In addition, they were charting the 
driving times between different places 
of interest in order to create options for 

Eco-tourism comes to Beaver Island

If Your Ad 
were shown here, 

more than 1000 people 
would be 

reading your ad 
each month.  

See page 35 for Advertising Rates.

rd Swedish Christmas with the smorgas-The night of August 3  was balmy 
bord produced by her father.  We were and truly the essence of summer on 
all moved by the beautiful memories she Beaver Island when the Preservation 
shared about her father, and her ultimate Association hosted a storytelling event 
loss in the end.  What strength to share, at  Peaine Township Hall, which was 
with such poignant, raw intimacy.transformed into a stage-like setting, 

That Phil Gregg can tell a story! adorned with beautifully arranged 
Imagine putting caps of dynamite and containers of wildflowers. 
fuel oil in the same sentence, let alone People began arriving and taking 
the same boat!!  No matter what he says, their seats, which soon were in short 
everyone feels they're right there. supply … and in the end, there was 

When Pinky was asked about her standing room only.  Jacque LaFreniere 
impressions of the evening, the first emceed the event, introducing storytell-
thing out of her mouth was, "I'm glad it's ers Doris Larson, Tammy Layman, and 
over!"   She claims any other venue, Amy Wisner, members of the Story 
whether it be calling out Bingo til she's Spinners of Grand Rapids.  Phil Gregg, 
blue in the face, or standing up in front of our Island curmudgeon, and Pinky 
the congregation at church, would have Harmon, Beaver's answer to Irma 
been easier than this storytelling Bombeck, filled out the rest of the cast.  
experience–a root canal being much Leone Schellenberg mentioned 
more pleasant.  She did say, "Once the being a friend and neighbor who had 
mouth starts going, the audience experienced Doris Larson's storytelling 
disappears, and I'm off and running."  at gatherings on the beach during past 
Jacque thought a hymn sung in the summers.  Whether Doris is producing 
background as a mantra might have her beautiful artwork or telling tales, 
alleviated some of Pinky's stage fright!she's known for doing things with a flair. 

The storytellers succeeded in Donna King expressed how 
carrying the audience away to memories professional all the players were.  Her 
of their own childhood, with tales of depiction of Tammy Layman in her 
Christmas' past, summer camp, family black dress with hunched arm and 
gatherings, and house guests.  I think we craning neck gave strength to her crow-
all had moments of tender recall–a tear, a like mannerisms.  Annette Dashiell also 
laugh, and the fondness of the human commented on the immediate willing-
spirit, ever present.  "The best light ness of the multi-aged audience to 
entertainment," I heard it said.  In the participate in the sound effects for the 
end the mosquitoes took leave of their Crow tale.  This was the only encourage-
nightly rounds, entering to surf the wind ment necessary to capture the audience 
sent up from the applause.  I think we got and have them remain engaged and 
most all of them!animated throughout the evening. 

There are stirrings of an encore next Many expressed how powerfully 
summer.they reacted to Amy Wisner's story of the 

Spinning Yarns
by Krys Lyle

(231) 448-2597

* Lawn Care

* Clean Up’s

(231) 448-2915

New Home
FOR SALE

768 Sq. Ft.  2 Bdrms 1 Bath
10 ft x 12 ft Covered Porch

Currently Under Construction

Finished: $99,000
Call Mike Collins at
Vacation Properties
(231) 448-2923 or

(231) 448-2433
P.O. Box 3

Beaver Island MI 49782




